
HL IB English A: Literature, Year I.                                                
 
 
First Formal Composition – Short Story Analysis Essay   
This essay will be a refinement of the literary analysis essay students completed in response to the short story they read and 
responded to for the summer assignment.  
 
Revise and further develop the essay you wrote in your summer assignment packet, knowing that you are composing a formalized 
analytical essay with an analytical-style thesis statement. This essay will be typed, with MLA formatting - 12 pt. Times New Roman 
font, in-text citations, and correctly formatted works-cited page.     
 

 

Task: In a fully developed analytical essay, develop a response in which you posit an argument that addresses the questions: 
• What is the meaning of the text? 
• How do you know?  

Convince your audience that your interpretation is a legitimate one based on an analysis of specific literary and/or rhetorical 
devices and techniques that you argue your short story’s author employs throughout the text to affect the development of (a) 
specific theme(s), tone(s), and purpose(s).  

 
 

 

Requirements: 
o An analytical thesis statement is required. While you may develop a thesis outside of the formulaic one-sentence thesis for this 

assignment, please do so with caution. Your 4 parts of an analytical thesis statement must be clearly stated. There is no need to 
develop a formal introduction for this essay. Answer the essential who, what, when, where, why, and how questions in your 
thesis as applicable.    

 

o This formal essay will naturally require you to write an extended essay utilizing the fundamental organizational principal of a 3X5 
essay. Remember that while 3.5 essay writing reflects good writing fundamentals in terms of organization and logical deductive 
construction, it is not good writing in-and-of itself. In other words. This is a technical essay, but even so, work to develop your 
writing style with an engaging, non-passive, voice.  

 
o 650 minimum - 800 words maximum. Post word count at end of essay. 

and the collection from which it comes, is required 
 

o As per MLA conventions, 12pt. font, Times New Roman, 1” margins, and MLA citations, complete with an MLA-formatted works 
cited page listing your short story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Exemplar Analysis Essay – See Below 

 
 

Due Dates 
Draft: 
 
Final 
 



 



 
 



 



 



 


