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First Formal Composition — Short Story Analysis Essay
This essay will be a refinement of the literary analysis essay students completed in response to the short story they read and
responded to for the summer assignment.

Revise and further develop the essay you wrote in your summer assignment packet, knowing that you are composing a formalized
analytical essay with an analytical-style thesis statement. This essay will be typed, with MLA formatting - 12 pt. Times New Roman
font, in-text citations, and correctly formatted works-cited page.

Task: In a fully developed analytical essay, develop a response in which you posit an argument that addresses the questions:
e What is the meaning of the text?
e How do you know?
Convince your audience that your interpretation is a legitimate one based on an analysis of specific literary and/or rhetorical
devices and techniques that you argue your short story’s author employs throughout the text to affect the development of (a)
specific theme(s), tone(s), and purpose(s).

Requirements:
0 An analytical thesis statement is required. While you may develop a thesis outside of the formulaic one-sentence thesis for this

assignment, please do so with caution. Your 4 parts of an analytical thesis statement must be clearly stated. There is no need to
develop a formal introduction for this essay. Answer the essential who, what, when, where, why, and how questions in your
thesis as applicable.

o This formal essay will naturally require you to write an extended essay utilizing the fundamental organizational principal of a 3X5
essay. Remember that while 3.5 essay writing reflects good writing fundamentals in terms of organization and logical deductive
construction, it is not good writing in-and-of itself. In other words. This is a technical essay, but even so, work to develop your
writing style with an engaging, non-passive, voice.

o 650 minimum - 800 words maximum. Post word count at end of essay.
and the collection from which it comes, is required

0 As per MLA conventions, 12pt. font, Times New Roman, 1” margins, and MLA citations, complete with an MLA-formatted works
cited page listing your short story.

Exemplar Analysis Essay — See Below
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How the Presence of Mature Imagery in Gusiave Flauhert's Madome Bovary Reflects
the Societal Status of Women
Vg In his laie nincteenth-century novel Madame Bovary, French author Gustave Flasbert
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concepl is exemplified by & passage in Chapter 9. On page 155 of the novel, Emma embarks on

harseback ride with Rodolphe. Howevet, she straggles 1o move forward & “wll ferns. . keflep]
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objects, is well &2 how Emma, feeling trapped by societal restraints such as these, resonts o
suicide, is described by Flaubert through his use of descriptive details that serve to highlight the
natural imagery in the novel. On page 47, Flaubert writes that “gentlemen with littke flowvers in
their buttonholes were chatting with the ladies,” As flowers are typically a symbol of femininity,
the detail of men carrying these flowers around and using them as decombion serves to portray
the objectification of women. This also reveals that Charles Bovary ultimately married Emma
because of her visual appeal and because of the potential boost in stanss he would receive
through having & woman in his domain. These flowers, having been removed from the earth o
become an omament for men, are slowly dying, just as Emma’s health slowly deteriorates as her

marriage 1o the oblivious Charles contimees.

The objectification of women continues on page 47 as Flaubert describes the arrangement
of *a row of bouguets from one end of the table to the other.” Due to the scxual connotations of
the meal shown through ather details in the passage (“fragrance of flowers, . mingled with the
odor of hot meat,” “sicam rose from various parts of the table™), the detail of these flowers on the
table ﬂnugaideﬂufmdmmmihnwmiamuwhhgmmﬂmlnﬂmh
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lovers (Flaubert, 66), The detail of the Nowers being i “a row™ reveals how wonren me expected
to book and act & certam way; conformity o supposedly “ladylike™ behaviors and appearances is
encouraged.

Flaubert continues to highlight how this objectification, along with the restrictions and
expectations placed upan Emma, cause her to act out violently by taking her own life- through the
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were yellowed with dust™ reveals the sickness that will overtake Emma, as the color yellow is
associsled with illness (Flaubert, 65). “Yellowed™ could also be commentary on the societal
necessity for women to remain “pure”, and how their worth is directly related to this; Emma"s
florwers were tainted, just as she was viewed as being winied because she chose to indulge in her
romantic passions and, in doing so, ruined her reputation. ht is important to note that the flowers

in Emma’s wedding bouquet are made of paper; thus, their artificiality represents the poor
quality of life women are forced to endure as they cater to the will of their fathers and eventually,
their hushands. Their artificiality also represents the face women put on in order 1o impress the
public; they must suppress their true emotbons and opinions in order to avoud being ridiculed by
the general population. This concept is portrayed through Flaubert's wse of the word “shriveled™
in the phrse, “the shriveled paper petals” (Flaubert, 66). Not only does this word describe the
draining of Emma by the men in her life, bat it also describes how women may in fact make
themselves figuratively smaller by refusing o assert their idens and opinions. The use of the
word “burst”™ in the pm.se“[l]hc]im:nidhmrdh:rriﬁhmhﬂ#ﬂ“ refers o the momens that
Emma finally snaps under the weight of her unachievable desires, and hastily makes the decision
tip comamit suicide (Flaubert, 66). *Burst” also refers w the deflation of women as they are forced
into @ bower social status than their male counterparts.

In conclusion, in the novel Madame Bovary by Gusiave Flaubert, readers are expossd to
the hardships expericnced by the promiscuwous Emma Bovary as she struggies to take contnol of
her existence, especially her romantic inclinations, in & society that refuses to grant her the
freedom she so strongly desires. Unfortunately, Emma is unable to attain this liberty for berself,
-ﬂmmdnuhnmrmn:hymmhﬁngmi:id:. The tale of Emma is echoed i bess

dramatic, but just &s harmful, ways in reality & women are forced 1o exist in a workd that does
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not nourish their growth. Flauben asserts this ides through his use of naturs] imagery, which

represents the entrapment of women in society and foreshadows Emma Bovary's death, and aids

the reader in understanding this topic through the supporn of the descriptive details and harsh
diction placed alongside images of nature,
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