
IB Analysis Cheat Sheet
A Template for Literary Analysis Required for Analytical Writing & Speaking

(Including Individual Oral Assessments)

Please note that the following template is for a basic 3X5 analysis argument. As you develop sophistication in your analysis, 
you may find the 3X5 structure too formulaic and constricting for your purposes. But do understand the 3x5 structure will 
still be there guiding your logic. 

Rule 1) To build a literary analysis argument, start with the following prompts and questions:
Provide a brief synopsis of the overall text and/or the passage you are about to analyze. Do so in ideally 
one sentence, no more than two brief sentences. 

If a larger work, choose a passage you believe is the most significant for the overall work. If the text you have is already an ex-
cerpt, work with what you have. Then answer: What is the text saying? What is its meaning – theme, universal idea, or global 
issue? 

 
HOW does the author say it? Answer this 3X.

Are there other devices or techniques that you observe that are working with in conjunction with this device or technique?

What effect does this device or technique have on how the meaning is developed or conveyed?

Topic Sentence - What is your analytical argument?

Be sure you know your textual evidence: where is the device/tech-
nique is used for the effect you are saying it has?

Rule 2) Finalize your analytical thesis statement

What is the author’s purpose?



Other Analytical Considerations. Be on the look out for...


