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Third Formal Composition – Film Analysis Essay – Citizen Kane   
 
In his dissertation, Fiction and the Shivering Reader: An Existential Analysis of the Realist Novel and the Reader’s Search for 
Answers to Questions of the Meaning of Life, Brett Jenkins’s examines the extreme close-up death scene of the titular character of 
Orson Well’s, Citizen Kane, in which Charles Foster Kane utters his infamous last words, “Rosebud.” He asserts, “[T]he significance 
of the death-scene of Citizen Kane and his final, dying word is that it gives viewers, the witnesses of his death, some understanding 
of the event of death and an insight into the revelation of the meaning of life.” 

 
 

Task: What do you think is Citizen Kane’s central theme? In which scene is this theme most apparent, and how does Wells 
develop and convey this theme in that scene?  Compose an essay in which you analyze the development of an important theme of 
the film (the one you believe is central) within one key scene. Analyze only this one scene. The scene and the theme you pull from 
that scene is open-ended; it’s your choice, so be direct and assertive in how you posit your claims 

 
 

 

Requirements: 
o An analytical thesis statement is required.  
 

o This formal essay will naturally require you to write an extended essay utilizing the fundamental organizational principal of a 3X5 
essay. Remember that while 3.5 essay writing reflects good writing fundamentals in terms of organization and logical deductive 
construction, it is not good writing in-and-of itself. In other words. This is a technical essay, but even so, work to develop your 
writing style with an engaging, non-passive, voice.  

 
o 3 FULL pages minimum – 4 pages maximum in length. 

o MLA formatting and citations, complete with an MLA-formatted works cited page listing  Orson Well’s 
Citizen Kane correctly in the required MLA attribution format is required 
 

o As per MLA conventions, 12pt. font, Times New Roman, 1” margins (which means you must change the default margins in MS 
Word because they are set at 1.25”), and doubled-spaced throughout.  
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